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THE DEMOCRACY OF CHRIST 

Churchmen tell us that the church must be a leader in the new 
era of democracy. With all our hearts we accept this opinion. If 
the church does not lead, the church will be forgotten. True, the 
church will not be the only leader of democracy, but in its own 
field it should be pre-eminent. Others will lead in the field of 
economic and political reorganization; the church must lead in the 
field of personality. 

Business and the state will produce their institutions of de- 
mocracy. The church must produce democrats. 

But what is it to be a democrat in the truly Christian sense of 
the word ? Is it to be one who seeks only to fight for his rights ? 
That is about what democracy has meant in its earlier stages. Men 
had to choose between fighting for the rights of society and sub- 
mission to social injustice. A belligerent democrat was the better 
man. To submit to social wrong was and is a greater evil than 
revolution against oppression. 

But the democrat who fights for privilege is not so Christian as 
the democrat who shares with others the privileges he already has. 
Brotherhood means brotherliness — not the chance to get something 
away from brothers. Jesus is the ideal of the Christian democrat; 
and Jesus with his unique relationship with God undertook to give 
others the right also to be called the children of God. Instead of 
seeking to perpetuate his privilege he socialized it. 

Christian democracy is a sacrificial rather than an acquisitive 
democracy. It is marked by the spirit of love, and love endeavors 
to help others to enjoy the same thing that one enjoys for himself. 
It would bring about fraternity by leveling people up to those with 
privileges, rather than by pulling people with privileges down to the 
level of people without them. 
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The church that wishes to have a part in the labor movement 
must preach the spirit of fraternity and concession to its own 
members. Rightly or wrongly, the Protestant churches have 
become identified in many people's minds with the capitalist group. 
Such a classification is open to serious question, but debate of the 
matter is beside the point. If the church is to reach wage-earners 
it must fill its members with the spirit of Christ which is ready to 
give justice by concessions. And it must preach the same sort of 
message to the labor union with its new and intoxicating sense of 
power. The church of Christ should be no respecter of persons. 
Its dealings should be with people as people and not as members of 
economic classes. But people in particular situations have parti- 
cular duties. These it must enforce. And among these duties the 
generous and just use of power is not the least. 

The greatest revolution that can take place in human history is 
the passage, not from autocracy to democracy, but from an acquisi- 
tive democracy to a sacrificial democracy; from a democracy that 
fights for rights to a democracy that gives justice even at the expense 
of privilege. 

In this sort of revolution the church must be not only a leader 
but the leader. For it is the one institution whose sign is the cross 
and whose watchword is love that sacrifices rather than desires. 



